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Why is music so important?

Music is a science.  The physical components of music are exact, specific and measurable all while being relative to what the listener perceives or the musician intends. A sheet of music is a chart that graphs sound frequencies, intensities, volume, melody and harmony in a planned combination and sequence over time.

Music is mathematical. Rhythm is based on the subdivision and multiplication of sounds and silences in time. While initially young musicians learn to work out the mathematical problems on paper, as they become more accomplished they complete the mathematical problems instantaneously while reading and playing music.

Music is a language. Most musical terms are in Italian, German, or French. Many languages are represented in choral music. Musical notation is a language of its own, with symbols that represent formations of sounds and silences to convey ideas. 
Music is history. Music is a reflection of the environment and social context in which it was created and often conveys through sound a biography of the composer and even the people who lived in the same time and culture of the composer.

Music is physical. It requires precise coordination of fine motor skills in the fingers, hands, feet, lips, and facial muscles with extraordinary control of the larger muscles of the arms, legs, back, chest, and abdominal muscles, all while responding to visual cues from the music and the conductor, and aural manifestations taken in through the ears.
Music is art. It allows human beings to transcend the physical, the scientific, and the quantifiable world to experience and share the ineffable.
To ensure that all students have the opportunity to experience music to the fullest, the following handbook has been developed to efficiently coordinate the learning and teaching activities that contribute to the development of the wide variety of skills necessary to become accomplished musicians.

Ms. Nancy McPherson

Music Director

West Yellowstone School

PO Box 460

West Yellowstone, MT 59758

406-646-7617

nmcpherson@westyellowstone.k12.mt.us

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

High School Band

The High School Band rehearses during 4th period Monday – Friday. Band is a year-long course open to students in grades 7 - 12 with previous musical experience on a band instrument. It is designed to provide an atmosphere for the enjoyment, appreciation and performance of a wide variety of instrumental music. Instruction is focused on the development of tone quality, intonation, sight-reading, and overall musicianship in conjunction with learning music for performances. Students will participate in pep band and concert band performances. The band performs at school concerts, Music Festival and graduation, as well as showing support for our teams at home Varsity Basketball games. There are opportunities for solo and small ensemble performances at Music Festival for band members in grades 9-12. Attendance and participation in performances and dress rehearsals is a course requirement. Prerequisite: proficiency on a band instrument and the ability to read music. Instructor approval is required.

High School Choir

The High School Choir rehearses during 5th period, Monday – Thursday. Choir is a year-long course available to students in grades 7 – 12 with previous musical experience. It is designed to provide an atmosphere for the enjoyment, appreciation and performance of a wide variety of choral music. Instruction is focused on the development of voice quality, intonation, sight-singing, and overall musicianship in conjunction with learning music for performances. The choir performs at evening concerts and Music Festival and daytime community events during the Christmas season. There are opportunities for solo and small ensemble performances at Music Festival for choir members in grades 9-12. Attendance and participation in performances and dress rehearsals is a course requirement. Prerequisite: the ability to match pitches by singing independently and the ability to read music. Instructor approval is required.

Rules and Procedures
· Enter the room in a mature manner and go to your assigned place. Band members must be in their assigned space, ready to play 2 minutes after the late bell.
· Be quiet when director is conducting class or working with an individual or section.

· Always have a pencil with you.
· Your music goes in your folder. No one else is responsible for your music.

· Keep your hands, feet, objects, etc. to yourself. Demonstrate responsible behavior and good manners.

· Follow directions the first time.

· Food, candy, gum, or beverages are prohibited in the music room. A closed water bottle is acceptable and encouraged.

· Mobile devices such as phones and tablets are allowed only when used for class with the director’s permission. Otherwise, keep them in your music slot during class.  

· When possible, use breaks to go to the bathroom or get a drink rather than class time.

· Dismissal does not occur until the teacher has signaled the end of class, the bell rings, and your materials are properly put away.

· Keep your area clean and orderly.
Consequences for not meeting expectations or following rules:

· warning

· grade lowered

· talk with director after class

· detention

· email or phone call home

· sent to principle

· removal from ensemble
Band and Choir Grading Rubric

Students will be graded according to classroom expectations and participation in rehearsals and performances in addition to musical capabilities.
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	· Student maintains a positive attitude.

· Student consistently follows the Rules and Procedures.
· Student demonstrates consistent efforts toward improvement of musical skills.

· Student demonstrates excellent posture when singing/playing.
· Student practices enough to develop skills and adequately prepare music for class and performances.
· Student is cooperative and respectful.

· Student listens and follows directions when first given.
· Student consistently puts forth best effort.

· Student strives for ensemble improvement.

	· Student usually demonstrates the stated expectations. Occasionally s/he has to be reminded of some points.
	· Student often neglects the stated expectations. S/he needs frequent reminders about expected behaviors and class rules.
	· Student meets few to none of the stated expectations.
· Student disrupts the learning environment.
· Student ignores direct requests and instructions.
· Student is disrespectful, argumentative, or uncooperative.


GRADING SYSTEM
Your grade will be calculated in the following areas:

25% 
Participation  

25% 
Practice

25% 
Performances 
25% 
Assignments/Assessments
Participation
Your participation grade takes into account several criteria:

1. Following Rules and Procedures as outlined in this handbook

2. Adhering to the Band/Choir Expectations

3. Attending additional sectionals or rehearsals as necessary

Practice

Regular and consistent practice is necessary to maintain basic skills. You will be required to design and use a practice routine that addresses these skills in addition to practicing your music for class and performances. A minimum of four 15-minute practice sessions per week is required. However, practicing the assigned amount of time does not ensure full practice credit will be given if a student does not show competency or improvement in basic skills or is unable perform class/concert materials as expected. Weekly practice logs are due on Fridays. Late practice logs will be accepted for reduced credit until the following Friday. After that they will not be accepted. Your practice log must include dates and parent/guardian signatures.
Performances
Your performance grade is earned by far more than just showing up and performing your part. Your performance grade is calculated according to the following criteria:

1. Preparation: your music must be performance-ready (50%)
2. Arrive on time with all materials and appropriate attire (10%)
3. Use warm up time effectively (10%)
4. Perform your very best (10%)
5. Engage in proper concert etiquette while performing AND while in audience (10%)
6. Put your things away after the performance is over (10%)
All performances are mandatory. Performance involves a group of performers and an audience, and therefore cannot be made up the same way a written assignment or test can be made up by an individual student. Be sure you plan ahead with your family so that you do not miss performances.


In the event illness or emergency prevents a student from attending a performance, a make-up performance assignment will be accepted. Vacations or lack of planning do not count as family emergencies. Non-emergency absences from concert performances will result in a minimum drop of two letter grades.
Assignments and Assessments
There will be singing/playing assessments and written assignments that you will be required to do outside of class and submit for a grade. These are designed to help you develop your musical skills as well as demonstrate how you have progressed in your development as a musician. In the 3 weeks prior to a concert there will be pop quizzes on your performance materials. Be sure to have your music prepared well in advance.


Extra credit
Extra credit is never accepted as a substitute for following expectations or missing assignments. The following activities are approved and will automatically give you extra credit:

· Coming in for extra help provided I have time to work with you.

· Festival solos and ensembles (rating II or better)

· Private lessons on your class instrument/voice or piano.
· All-State audition (audition must show competency in all materials)
PEP BAND vs. CO-CURRICULAR MUSIC
Since we learn and rehearse Pep Band music during band class, Pep Band is a graded part of the band curriculum. Students enrolled in the High School Band are members of the Pep Band and are required to perform in all Pep Band performances which include all home varsity basketball games. There are 7-8 pairs of home games scheduled per season. If you are on the Girls’ Varsity team you are still required to perform for the Boys’ Varsity game; if you are on the Boys’ team, you are still required to perform for the Girls’ game. If you are injured and know that you will not be playing with your team, you are expected to perform in the band. Playing in the Pep Band is a far greater show of team support than sitting on the bench during the team warm up. Unexcused absences from Pep Band performances will affect your grade. Please ensure that your families understand this.
The MHSA and school rules for Co-Curricular eligibility apply to District and State Solo/Ensemble participation. 

CONCERT ATTIRE
Except for festival there is not a specific uniform for our concerts. Students are asked to dress in their very finest attire. This means button up shirts or a sweater, slacks, dark socks, and dress shoes for gentlemen. Ladies, if you choose to wear a dress or a skirt, the hemline must fall below your knees when you are sitting. Flip flops, shorts, jeans, t-shirts and messy attire are not allowed. 

For festival, you will be issued a uniform. Band uniforms consist of a white shirt, black vest, red cummerbund and bow tie for gentlemen and long black dresses for ladies. Gentlemen are expected to provide their own black pants, black shoes and black socks. Ladies are expected to provide their own black shoes. We do have a limited supply of black pants, shoes and socks for those who are unable to supply their own. Choir robes will be issued to choir members. Choir members are expected to wear dress slacks, shoes, dark socks; or if wearing dress or skirt, natural-colored nylons and dress shoes.

Students in violation of the concert dress code may not be allowed to perform, resulting in an unexcused absence from the performance.
Keep This Copy In Your Folder

Music Calendar  2015 – 2016

Date

Time

Ensemble(s)


Event

   
____Location         
Oct. Fri  9
1:30 

Pep Band


Homecoming Parade

WYS

Dec. Wed 9
12:00

HS Choir


Senior Lunch


Povah Center
Dec. Mon 14
12:00

HS Choir


United Women


Holiday Inn

Dec. Tues 17
7:00

HS Band/Choir


Christmas Concert

WYS


Dec. Wed 16
6:30

5th/6th Band


Christmas Concert/Play

WYS
Dec. Fri    18
3:15

Pep Band


Shields Valley


WYS

Jan. Tue   12
4:45

Pep Band


Twin Bridges


WYS

Jan. Fri 
    15
4:45

Pep Band


Lone Peak


WYS
Jan. Sat     23 
4:45

Pep Band


Ennis



WYS

Jan. Sat     30
4:45

Pep Band


Lima



WYS
Feb. Fri     5
4:45

Pep Band+6


Sheridan


WYS

Feb. Sat    13
4:45

Pep Band


Lone Peak


WYS

Feb. TBD


Pep Band


BBall Tournament

TBD

Mar. Fri 18
all day

HS Band


Band Boot Camp

WYS
Apr. Wed 6
6:30

HS Band/Choir


Pre-Festival Concert

WYS
Apr. Thu  7
10:00am
HS Band/Choir 


K-12 Assembly 

WYS
Apr. Fri    8
all day

HS Band/Choir


District Music Festival                Bozeman
Apr. Sat    9
all day

Solo/Ensemble


District Music Festival      
Bozeman
May Thu-Sat 5-7

Solo/Ensemble 


State Music Festival

Billings

May Tue  17
7:00

4th – 6th Grades


Spring Concert


WYS

May Wed 18
7:00

HS Band+6/Choir

Spring Concert


WYS
Jun.  Sat  4
2:00

HS Band/+6


Graduation


WYS

Dates are subject to change. Please confirm dates with the school’s main calendar prior to each event.
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Student- Parent Handbook Agreement Sheet
PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDINGS
Student Name:__________________________________________ Grade:____________

Circle the ensemble(s) you are enrolled in:   Choir    Band
We acknowledge that we have read and we understand the content within the West Yellowstone Band and Choir Handbook.  We understand specifically that:
· Grades are based on daily participation, practice and preparation, performances, sectionals and other assignments and assessments.

· Performances are required and graded.
· We understand the classroom expectations.

· We understand what is necessary for concert attire and understand that a student in violation of the concert dress code may not be allowed to perform, resulting in an unexcused absence from the performance.
· We have kept a copy of the calendar for the 2015 – 2016 school year and have noted the expected performance dates.

Student Signature: _______________________________________Date:_____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________Date:_____________

Please sign and return to Mrs. McPherson by Friday, September 4, 2015.
Remove This Sheet Before Turning It In
RENTAL OF BAND INSTRUMENTS

School owned instruments will be rented to parents of students in grades 7-12. The rate is $25.00 per year.  Rental contracts will be issued at the beginning of the school year.  Rent of $25.00 per year is due by September 30th.  Late fees of $.25 per day will apply after September 30th.  Rental fees will be prorated for students joining band at the second semester, and the due date for payment will be 14 days after the start of the semester.  Rental fees will not be refunded to students who discontinue band.  There will not be a charge for students in grades 5- 6.

Instrument and Equipment Rental Form

Student Name:_____________________________________

Instrument:________________________________________

Brand and Serial#:__________________________________
Rental period: __August 31, 2015 – June 8, 2016 _________
Fee:___$25.00_____

I understand that it is my responsibility to pay for the cost of repair or replacement for any loss or damage that occurs to the above property of the West Yellowstone School during the rental period due to my child’s or family’s abuse, negligence, or accident.
Parent/Guardian Name (Print):_____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________ Date:__________
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